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The Covered Bridge across Little Butte Creek was known as “The Simon 
Bridge,” named after Peter Simon who owned the Pioneer Hotel nearby. The 
bridge was located across the creek at the end of Loto Street just north of 
Mattie Brown Park. 

Looking south-east. Left: Charles (Wig) Ashpole. Right: Porter Robinette, 
September 10, 1874. See story page 2-4 


Bridges Across Little Butte Creek 


In the beginning, the settlers and his neighbors. The bridge The high water of 1894 


had to ford the swift, dangerous collapsed in July 1867, when it was 
water of Little Butte Creek. The overloaded with cattle and sheep. 
best place to cross was at a_ A petition passed for a new bridge 
place where the bottom was_ to be located upstream near Peter 
smooth and rocky on _ Simon's residence. 

“Frederick Westgate’s land The new bridge called, Simon’s 
near his trading post. The first Bridge, was completed in 


carried off Daley’s foot bridge 
and everyone had to use the 
county bridge. The citizens 
got together and built a new 
foot bridge. It saved a walk of 
nearly 1/4 mile to the 
schoolhouse. 


bridge was built here (on December 1871. (It was located on In 1905, Alfred Howlett 


present day HWY. 62), by Royal south east of the Perry 
James Fryer, in July 1860. It Bridge.) This first bridge was an 
was 80 feet long, 16 feet wide open bridge, but because of bad 
and was called the Westgate weather, it was later covered. 


preacher, and owner of the 
Sunnyside Hotel, had a 
suspension — bridge _ built 
across Little Butte between 


Bridge. During the major flood and winter the hotel and the Snowy 
The winter of 1861 brought storm of 1890, the roof of the Butte mill. 


one of the worst storms of all bridge gave way. There 
time. The Oregon Sentinel An early open bridge crossed 


were four 
suspensions bridges across 


reported that all the creeks and Little Butte Creek at Brownsboro, Little Butte. 
rivers flooded with great butit was declared unsafe inMay jn May 1911 a new foot 


destruction to the entire 1871. A new covered bridge was 


bridge was built opposite the 


countryside. People ost built by James Miller. This bridge Post Office (near our present 


homes, animals, orchards, was also damaged in the 1890 
crops and good soil. All flood and was reported to have 


covered bridge). 
*His land today would be across 


bridges, ferrys and saw mills vanished in the turbulent waters. from Ed’s Oasis near the junction 


were swept away. Another covered bridge replaced it. of old HWY. 62 and HWY. 62). 
The Westgate Bridge was re- In 1884, A.J. Daley , and his son Cl 
built after the flood, and was George, put a wire suspension foot 


constantly worked on by Fryer bridge across Little Butte Creek. 


SOME EARLY CATTLE DRIVES: 


The following newspaper clipping was taped 
to the back our cover photo: 

Charles Ashpole’s Efforts To Save Barge 

of Cattle Recalled By Many 

One particularly colorful chapter in the life of 
Charles (Wig) Ashpole, Medford cattleman 
who passed away Sunday and for whom last 
rites were held Thursday at the Perl Funeral 
home, will be especially remembered by his 
many friends for Mr. Ashpole numbered 
among his early day comrades and business 
associates such men as Jack Dalton, Ed 
Hanley and J. F. Maloney whose names are 


linked with early Alaska days and the Yukon 
gold rush. 

Hanley, one of Oregon’s best known 
cattlemen, Maloney and Dalton maintained a 
series of trading posts in the gold rush 
district and to get in supplies routed the 
famous Dalton Trail. It was their practice to 
ship in cattle from Oregon and Washington 
and the animals were taken down the Yukon 
river on barges. 

Beasts Swim Ashore 

One of the youthful cowboys engaged to 

handle the cattle was Ashpole, and one of 


ASHPOLE'S DRIVE CONTINUED 


the old stories told and retold of 
those days, concerns his efforts 
to save a barge load of cattle 
which stuck on a sand bar in the 
river. 

When it was found that the 
loaded barge could not be 
dislodged, Ashpole decided to 
make an effort to swim the beast 
to shore. Ashpole tied a horse to 
a small boat and getting into the 
boat made for shore while his 
fellow workers drove part of the 
cattle into the stream. As Ashpole 
had hoped, the cattle followed the 
swimming horse to shore and all 
the cattle were safe on land. 

In telling the story, Ashpole 
always claimed that he was as 
scared as the animals and 
related that on the first trip 
across, the frightened horse tried 
to climb into the small boat with 
him and had to be restrained with 
an Oar. 

Famous Friends 

Young Ashpole made many 
trips into Alaska with supplies 
and cattle and came to know 
Maloney, Dalton and Hanley very 
well. Later he returned to Oregon 
to stay while Maloney, a judge in 
Juneau, and Dalton and Hanley 
continued to operate the posts, 
engaged in mining, the fishing 
business and other projects. 
Dalton’s exploits make him one of 
the most colorful characters of 
the famous gold-rush days. 

Not long ago a representative of 
a movie firm contacted Mr. 
Ashpole and asked his help with 
the script of an Alaskan gold rush 
story which the firm planned to 
film and in which they wished to 
incorporate scenes of the cattle 
shipments into Alaska. Ashpole 
had agreed, but his subsequent 
illness and death prevented the 


completion of this project. = 


EAGLE POINT, CATTLE COUNTRY 


by Barbara Hegne 


While the rush of mining gold 
in the hills of Jacksonville was 
at a peak, the country folks of 
Little Butte Creek were happy to 
be farmers and stock raisers. In 
the late 1860’s, livestock was 
brought from Oregon to the gold 
mining markets of Washington, 
Montana, Idaho and British 
Columbia. The Oregon breed of 
cattle was considered prime 
over Texas and Spanish, (from 
Willamette Valley), and demand 
for these superior cattle 
stretched to the Eastern 
markets. The open ranges 
between the Rockies, and the 
Cascades, were proving good 
cattle breeding country. Oregon 
stockmen drove their cattle to 
Idaho by way of Boise City, to 
the waiting eager Eastern 
buyers. Montana desperately 
needed stock, and was 
welcoming incoming — stock 
breeders with open arms. 

Little Butte Cattlemen 

Pleasant Stow was one of the 
first settlers on Little Butte 
Creek. He hired men to drive 
his cattle from Little Butte to 
market. In July 1869, he hired 
John Kincaid to drive his cattle 
to Reno, Nevada. He paid him 
$2.00 per day. 

The Mathews ranch on Little 
Butte was producing some 
splendid horses. John 
Mathews, and his sons, Dudley, 
William and Ki were running 
horses from Little Butte Creek 
to the Territories. 

In these early years, Boise 
and Idaho City, were full of an 
assortment of murderers, 
robbers, tinhorn gamblers and 
desperados. On the trails were 
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the hiding places of road 
agents, horse thieves, cattle 
rustlers and savage Indians. 

In the winter of 1875, the 
Mathews took a band of 200 
ponies from the home ranch to 
Boise, The freezing snow 
crusted the ground in January 
and lasted until February. 
While waiting out the storm the 
boys were attacked by road 
agents. William was _ fatally 
wounded and buried in the 
Pioneer Cemetery outside 
Boise. 

In June 1895, Mr. Hanley 
bought the best range cattle 
on Little Butte Creek for the 
Idaho market. The cattle were 
delivered to the Mathews 
ranch by the — following 
ranchers: Hoyt & sons, John & 
A. Terrill, Jonn Sevedge, John 
Obenchain, Henry & Herman 
Myers, Geo. Nichols, Mr. 
Clegg, Rader Bros., Mr. 
McKee, Rube Johnson, T. B. 
Higinbotham. John & Thomas 
Nichols, Marvin Wood, 
George Heckathorn, Mr. 
Moore, A. J. Daley, Ed Simon, 
Compton and Wm. Bradshaw. 
The paper reported’ the 
number of cattle, “...the band 
reached the number of about 
600, that added to the 350 
taken out by Mayfield and 
Davis, 100 taken out by Jeff 
Bell, besides a large number 
taken out by the Pelton Bros., 
Mr. Barneburg, and others, 
runs the number up to quite an 
amount for Butte Creek, and 
still there are thousands left.” 

When Mayfield and Davis, 
got to the summit with their 
cattle, the cattle became 


restless and stampeded. Cattle darted and 
rushed everywhere with little thought of 
stopping. Wig Ashpole's horse got caught in the 
middle and was completely ran over leaving 
Ashpole afoot. However, the “boys” got the 
cattle rounded up and continued the drive. 

When it came to the cattle business, the local 
men stuck together in their endeavors. Of 
course there were always those who thought 
they could make a better living by stealing 
someone else’s animals, and because many 
upper Butte Creek area ranches were spread far 
apart, rustlers were not always caught. 

In 1885, just about the time of the big cattle 
drives, strange disappearances of stock were 
happening around the Brownsboro, Lake Creek 
area. Many strangers were seen on the streets 
of Brownsboro. 

Little Eddie Mills was hunting stock in the 
neighborhood of Lake Creek, when he heard 
something running through the brush. He 
followed the noise, and just as he approached a 
clearing, he heard someone say, “damn the 
luck.” He saw a small streak of smoke 
ascending from a thicket, and recognized two 
men who had recently disappeared from 
Brownsboro. Near their campfire were two riding 
horses and pack saddles. Eddie rode to 
Brownsboro and told what he had seen. Several 
men went on horse: back to the camp, but the 
men had gone. 

After that time, several ranchers patrolled the 

county to guard against loss of stock, and by 
their sticking together, losses declined. 
Note: John Maloney was an Alaskan Lawyer 
who went into business with Jack Dalton in 
trading enterprises. They developed the Dalton 
Trail (over Chilkat Pass) in 1898. 


THE EARLY TRAILS 


The military trail from Jacksonville to Fort 
Klamath was established in 1853. It was an old 
Klamath Indian trail they used to come to the 
Rogue River Valley to pick their winter supply of 
berries. This trail was also used by the military 
taking supplies across the mountains. In places 
the trail was rough, and steep, and the sharp 
rocks were hard on the animals. 

In 1865, John Mathews helped Captain 
Sprague cut a better trail up the valley to the 
Annie Creek divide and down to Fort Klamath. 
This trail closely follows highway 62 today. 

There was also a cattle trail from Butte Creek 
to the Lake of the Woods and over to the north 
end of Upper Klamath Lake to Fort Klamath. 
One of these cattle routes went by way of 
Ashland and another went to Dead Indian 
Mountain by way of the South Fork of Little 
Butte Creek. Another Indian trail that was used 
to bring horses and cattle to the Klondike during 
the big gold rush of 1897-8 was improved by 
Jack Dalton. “The total length of the trail from 
Haines to Rink Rapids on the Yukon River was — 
three hundred miles. At Rink Rapids the rest of 
the 200 mile trip to Dawson had to be made by 
boat, raft, scow, or river steamer.”(1) 

“The largest user of the Dalton Trail was 
livestock which was driven to booming Dawson. 
It was estimated that in 1898 over 2,000 head of 
cattle and the same number of horses went over 
the trail along with an undisclosed number of 
sheep. J. Dalton and Company charged $2.00 a 
head for cattle, .50 for sheep and $2.50 for a. 
horse from the toll gate on the beach at Pyramid | 
Harbor to its terminus at Rink Rapids.” (2) 

1-2 “Tales of the 1.0.N. Country by Michael F. 
Hanley IV, 1988 Jorden Valley, Oregon (I.O.N. 
stands for Idaho, Oregon & Nevada). 


The Stow Family, The first white settlers on Little Butte Creek 


found the trio guilty of assault. 
This should have been the end of 
the dissension, but small town 
talk continued, and a_ public 
notice appeared in a Jacksonville 
newspaper on Feb. 19, 1864. It 
seems that Sol Humphrey and L. 
Vanslyke were at John Nichol’s 
house on Little butte and 
Vanslyke apparently said that 
James Collins and P. W. Stow 
had settled their difficulties, but 
that Collins had confessed that 
the testimony he gave in court 
was untrue. this rumor caused an 
uproar of name calling and 
further accusations between 
outsiders. Eventually, the mess 
quieted down, but James Collins 
moved further away from the 
Stow homeplace. 

John. Stow ran away from 
home in 1872, and Pleasant 
advertised in the paper that he 
would not be responsible for any 
of his actions or debts. Pleasant 
died in 1873, and in October 
1875, Lavina declared her other 
son, Pleasant Jr,. too dangerous 
to be at larage. He was taken to 
Salem, but the stress was too 
much for her, and she died that 
month. The Stow’s estate was 
sold at auction including: horses, 
cattle and hogs, farming 
implements and “complete 
assortment of household and 
kitchen furniture.” Legend has it 
that two of the Stow’s were 
hanged in Klamath County for 
horse stealing. It is of record that 
one of the Stow’s worked on a 
horse ranch in Lake County. 
Some of the names connected 
with the Stows include: Collins 
Baird, Ivory, Anderson and 
Vincent. 


Information is available in “A Journey 
Back,” by Barbara Hegne. 


reason the statistics the insane 
asylums were so high. 

Preacher Royal came to visit 
Lavina. They were old friends and 
Royal knew her, and her family, 
before they all migrated to Oregon. 
Royal found her in a depressed, 
strange, mood. He tried to talk 
religion, but found that Lavina only 
stared away in a daze. 

In October 1859, the Stow’s twin 
girls, Irena & Cordelia and son 
Henry, died of the fever. No record 
of where they were buried, but the 
funeral took place on Butte Creek 
with Moses Williams as_ the 
preacher. However, it was a 
common practice to bury relatives 
on your own property. 

From time to time, the Stow 
family was in hot water with the 
law. Pleasant Stow was accused of 
larceny of a sow that belonged to 
Luzerne Bradley, a bachelor who 
lived about three miles away. A 
jury trial found Pleasant guilty and 
fined him $50. Stow’s own son-in- 
law, James Collins, — testified 
against him. This made the Stow 
boys so mad they took the matter 
into their own hands and beat the 
tar out of James . The boys were 
called into Frank Simpson's court 
at Little Butte Creek and each one 
was fined $5.00. That small fine 
did not satisfy James Collins and 
he filed a complaint claiming that, 
“on the 27th day of December, 
they (the Stow boys) did with force, 
and arms, with a rock stone, or 
boulder of great size, and with their 
fists with intent to maim, disfigure, 
and to do great bodily harm, 
did...beat, wound, bruise, and cut 
defendant with a rock stone, or 
boulder,...and there feloniously 
willfully, and of their malice 
aforethought of an assault with 
intent to commit murder.” The jury 


Pleasant Wauler Stow with 
his wife Lavina and their four 
children settled on Little Butte 
Creek in 1852. Their Donation 
Land Claim was settled October 
1852 to January 1853. Their 
land straddled Little Butte Creek 
about one mile upstream from 
the Rogue River (parallel to, 
and just south of, Nick Young 
Road). It contained 390.95 
acres. Three other children 
were born at their Little Butte 
Creek ranch. Soon neighbors 
settled nearby and_ the 
community began to organize. 
Pleasant served as district road 
supervisor in 1857, and he was 
appointed one of the Judge of 
elections in 1860. Lavina Stow 
was deeply’ involved in 
Spiritualism and spent some of 
her energies trying to convert 
others. In 1868, she hitched up 
old Dobbin and went to town 
where, for two days, she 
lectured on the merits of her 
theory. The newspaper 
severely criticized her for 
stepping out of the role that 
women of that day should have 
been keeping. They printed in 
part, “We confess our sympathy 
to women of masculated minds 
and brazened cheeks. who 
deserting their proper 
sphere—rough it through the 
world, public exhibitions, targets 
for the shafts of slander, and 
are pernicious example of the 
young of their sex. No excuse 
mollifies, or motive justifies, 
such a course.” 

The newspaper did credit 
Lavina with being an excellent 
articulator and for using 
graceful gesticulation, however, 
they suggested the practice of 
her theory may have been the 


Pleasant W. Stow & Lavinia Stow 


Medford Mail December 18, 1910 
BUILDING BOOM AT EAGLE POINT 
New Depot, New Bank Building and Two New Store Buildings Planned as_ Well as Many 
Residences—Streets to Be Graded, Walks Laid. 

In addition to the new bank building to be erected at Eagle point in the spring, there will be at 
least two modern store buildings erected as soon as the weather permits, and it is understood 
that these structures will be built near the new depot of the Pacific & Eastern and form a nucleus 
around which will soon be the new business center of Eagle Point. The present business houses 
are strung along one street near the river, and all of them rather obsolete, and it would be next to 
impossible to make it an attractive business street, mixed as it is with all manner of frame store 
buildings and residences. 

Eagle Point is growing and will continue to grow. The P. & E has shown its faith in the town by 
building a handsome station that would accommodate a city of 5000. Many new residences are 
planned for the coming season. Streets are to be graded, cement walks laid from the depot down 
town and around the business section. A new lumber yard is planned to meet the needs of the 
growing town. Other retail business houses will come in during the coming year and there will be 
room for them, as this part of the valley is rapidly filling up with new people.” 


Wood House Photo Contest Winners Another Grant Received 
Announced A grant was received from Trust Management 
First prize winner: Barbara Blight in] |Services to purchase a large lighted display 
memory of her husband, Glen Tauriainen] |Jcase. This case is now filled with our 
($50 worth of photo processing at| |Educational collection of dolls from other 


Frodsham Foto). countries and nationalities. This is the third year 
Second prize winner: Shirley Tuttle won aj |we have received grants from this organization. 
Dona Gilsinger’s Christmas print. In the past we have buried a capsule and 
Third Prize went to Shirley Manire who won| {placed a marker of pioneer John Mathews in 
Dinner for two at Carlotta’s in Shady Cove. | |front of the museum with the funds. 
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DID YOU KNOW???? SOME INTERESTING FACTS 


MISSOURI LUMBER COMPANY 


DID YOU KNOW there was a 
saw mill called the Missouri 
Lumber Co. located at “Little 
Switzerland” on the Antelope 
side of Roxy Ann? Photo 
taken about 1904. Standing 
L-R: George Trusty, Tom 
Bradshaw, ?, Henry 
Childreth, Plez, Henry and 
Charlie Dooms, Tom 
Beavers. Sitting L-R: ?, Jim 
Trusty, ?, ?, %?, Henry 
Trusty.The six men listed 
were brothers-in-law. Fred 
Sturges is in the background 
on the right with team. 

The mill was equipped with: 
top & bottom saw head rig 
that would cut a 4’ log, 150 


ROXY ANN PEAK 
Named for an early settler 

Will G. Steel was the authority 
for the statement that this well- 
known feature in the Rogue River 
Valley near Medford was at one 
time known as Skinner Butte. 

This was probably for A. A. 
Skinner, an early resident who 
was an Indian Agent in 1851-53. 
He said that the present name was 
bestowed in 1854 in honor of 


The McKee-Bowen Family 


The McKee-Bowen wagon train 
left the Fort Klamath Military 
Post in 1853 and traveled over 
the old military trail that went by 
what is now Pelican Bay, by 
Four Mile Lake on the eastern 
foot of Snowy Butte (named Mt 
McLoughlin, but commonly 
called Mt. Pit), past Twin Lakes 
and Four Bit Creek, through a 
community later called Butte 
Falls. They arrived in the Rogue 
Valley August 31, 1853. *The 
Hughes Family by Patty Barthell Myers 


Roxana Baker, but this is not 
correct. 

Research by Jeff LaLande for the 
city of Medford indicted that the 
name is in compliment to Roxy 
Ann Bowen, wife of John Bowen. 

The Bowens settled near the 


horse power boiler, cut off||base of the peak in the 1850’s, Nara) 4 
saw, two steam engines and] {long before the advent of Roxana ners 
edger. Baker. (“Oregon Geographic oan 


Names.”) 


DID YOU KNOW???? SOME INTERESTING FACTS 


DID YOU KNOW HOW BUCHANAN STREET GOT ITS NAME? 

| believe some people (in “certain” age groups), may remember the old television 
show “Petticoat Junction,” where the most colorful character of the show was “Uncle 
Joe,” played by Edger (Bon) Buchanan. Edgar was the son of dentist, Dr. William and 
Rosella Buchanan. The family lived in Butte Falls with their children, Edgar Jr., Kee, 
Katie, Lova and Georgia Gale. When they moved to Eagle Point William rented the 
front parlor at 114 N.Shasta and continued his practice. Later the family moved to 
Eugene where young Edgar also trained to be a dentist. 

From the time Edgar was a small boy he liked to play-act, and when he went to 
Hollywood in the 1930’s he got a character part at the Pasadena Playhouse. Then, he 
was cast as “Uncle Joe,” in the CBS TV show “Petticoat Junction.” 

Edgar also appeared in “Cade’s Country,” “Shane,” “Texas,” McClintock,” “Donovan’s 
Reef,” “Penny Serenade,” and in over 80 feature films. Even though the Buchanan's 
moved to Eugene, they made a lasting impression in our {ittle community and Mrs. 
Buchanan kept in touch with her Eagle Point neighbors. Next time you go up our little 
short street named Buchanan, perhaps you'll think of “Uncle Joe.” B.H. 


Butte Falls Sunday school picture around 1915-1920. From the collection of Millie 
(Patton) Higinbotham, courtesy Dean Higinbotham. 

Left to right: Tom O'Brien, Cecile Peeler, (?), Wilma Morris, (?), Ellen O’Brien, Blossom 
Morris, Eddie (Bon) Buchanan (holding his hat in his hand), Mildred Patton, Floyd 
Weeks, Gertrude Fredenburg, Kee Buchanan. 
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More Museum Happenings . 


MEMBERSHIP Help! Help! The Sky Is 
We welcome new members: Falling, the Sky is Falling. 
Vickie’s Restaurant, Central That is the reaction Barbara 
Point; Jon Deason, Medford; Milt Hegne and Melva Smith 
Gorden Enterprises changed to thought when four four-foot 
Lifetime membership; James & flourscent lights and the 
Elise Scheffel, Eagle Point, fixtures came tumbling down. 
changed to Lifetime Glass and fumes went 
Membership; Lois Huntley everywhere, and the metal 
changed to lifetime Membership; fixture dropped and hung 
Bob & Daryl Hawkins, Shady about six feet from the floor. 
Cove; Ronald & Nita Lundberg, When one light fell it dragged 
Eagle Point. the other down. Luckily, no 
CORRESPONDENCE one was underneath the 
“Dear Friends, You've brought lights, and that the lights 
“life” to the Wood House. Thank were in the middle of the floor 
you all for the creativity and the and not over any cases or 
hard work. The illumination is artifacts. Board member, 
special. We look forward to Wayne Jackson, and his 
seeing it each time we go by. brother Pete, worked three -: 
Sincerely, Doug & Beth Ness.” hours repairing the damage. . 
“Dear Barbara, So glad to know Thank goodness we _ had 
that the museum continues to some expert help nearby. 
grow and prosper. How pleased 
you must be. I’ve just returned 
from five weeks in Maryland. 
Visiting several museums, | 
noted how formal they were and 
very limited not only in artifacts, 
but in local involvement as well. 
| couldn't help bragging about 
Eagle Point....” Geri 
“Barbara. Just a note to tell you 
that | enjoy receiving your 
newsletter. Thank you _ for 
keeping me _ informed. Gerry 
McCue 
“It was really a nice party and it 
was greatly appreciated. If-and 
when...gladly be able to “baby 
the museum again. |’m 
already planning on using the gift 
certificate that is where mother & 
| shop. Vase is beautiful. Don't 
have a big one like that.” Arlene 
Hoffman 
“Dear Barbara. We are so happy 
with the Wood Home print and 


wish to purchase 2 more.’ 
Virginia Ruffin 
COMMENTS FROM VISITORS 

“Great Museum,” “Very nice 
and educational.” “Always 
amazed at what you do.” “Great 
displays.” “Beautifully displayed.” 
“Nice collection of clothes.” 
“Lovely trip down memory lane.” 
“Always see something new.” 
“Nice, very clean, interesting 
place to visit.” “Very well done.” 
“So proud of you keep up the 
good work.” “Better all the time.” 
“| love this place, thanks to 
Barbara and all her volunteers.” 
“Great staff.” “Excellent place 
something for everyone.” “What 
an awesome treasure so much, 
so organized.” “Thanks for all 
your help with my _ family 
research.” “The cleanest 
museum I've every seen.” 

Volunteer News 

Skip & Charlotte Geear, Kurt 
Berger, Wayne Jackson and 
Rusty & Mary Anne Miller, have 
spent many hours fixing up the 
Wood House. This same crew 
along with the Miller's grandson 
Al Martin, and Barbara Hegne, 
decorated the Wood House for 
Christmas. Thank you to Ken 
Beebe for furnishing a Santa for 
the Wood House. 

Thanks to our Saturday 
volunteers: Dale Diebold, 
Virginia Cutler, Inita Kaiser, Mary 
Anne Miller, Alvana Elrod, Lois 
Huntley, Don Reynolds & Carol 
Reynolds. 

A hearty thank you to Bill 
Niemeyer for fixing one of our 
display cases. The case had 
settled, and the glass was bowed 
and ready to break. Bill added a 
post solved the problem. 


Purchasing the Wood 
House Land 

We need to purchase the 
land where the Wood House is 
located. The land is 38 acres 
and cannot be divided. We are 
seeking donations from the 
businesses and community 
for the $20,000 down payment 
on this land. We are county 
funded and each year we get 
our budget cut. Everyone has 
expressed an_ interest in 
saving the Wood House and 
now we need to purchase the 
land to insure the preservation 
of this historic artifact. The 
insert in this newsletter tells 
the history of the house and 
where to mail your check. 
Thank you to Contemporary 
Autos of So. Ore. donated 
$500. 
John Niemeyer donated $200. 


Historical Society Happenings 


Sarah (Ma) and Alfred 
Howlett moved to Eagle Point 
in 1882 and officially opened 
the old Sunnyside Hotel on the 
south side of Little Butte Creek 
in 1901. Alfred was a preacher 
and wrote an_ informative 
column for the newspaper. 
“Ma,” Howlett ran the hotel 
and did the cooking for the 
guests and visitors. 

Tragedy struck the Howlett’s 
in 1881 when the dreaded 
diphtheria epidemic hit the 
valley and took a ghastly toll 
among the early settlers. Five 
of the Howlett children died, 
one by one in a two week 
period. The best doctors in the 


valley could not save the Martha E. Jan. 15, 1876-Aug. 2, 1881 
children. The children were Bertha P. July 20, 1877-Aug. 1, 1881 
buried side by side in the Alfred W. July 23, 1867-July 30, 1881 

oe Cemetery on Riley Wilber H. Oct. 31, 1873-Aug. 5, 1881 
oad. 


Maggie B. Jan. 14, 1879-Aug. 14, 1881 


Then, other children died: 

Bessie Nov. 12, 1880-Sept. 2, 1882 

William G. Oct. 31, 1885-Aug. 21, 1886 

Agnes L Nov. 6, 1890-Feb.13, 1913. 

Only two Howlett’s children lived to adulthood: 

Octavia and Hattie. , 
The historic Antelope Cemetery is under the ownership 
and care of the Eagle Point Historical Society 


WOOD HOUSE REPLICA BIRD 
HOUSES FOR SALE - 


Wouldn't you like to own one of the 
adorable bird house that are a 
replica of our famous Wood House? 
They are made by a local 
entrepreneur for the historical 
society. some of the proceeds go to 
our Wood House project. If you want 
one write to the historical society P. 
O. Box 201 and place your order. 
They sell for $50 and measure 21 
inches high by 20 inches across. : 


John Niemeyer 


People Profile 

Board alternate, John (Jack) 
Niemeyer, with his wife, Virginia, moved 
from California to Brownsboro in March 
1982. By this time their family was grown 
and on their own. In the years before he 
retired, John had a varied career. He 
was an Assembler for Lockheed Aircraft 
and Engineer Designer for Northrop 
Aircraft before he started work for Pacific 
Telephone. His positions for that 
company ranged from Senior Engineer 
Systems Design, Personnel Supervisor, 
Equipment Planning Engineer and many 
more titled positions. John served in the 
military in the US Army Signal Corps and 
ended up Overseas, European Theater 
of Operations before being honorably 
discharged. 

John & Virginia became members of 
the Eagle Point Historical Society 10 
years ago. Virginia passed away in 1999, 
and the family donated many of her 
lifetime collectibles to the museum. In 
2001 John was appointed a Board 
Alternate for the Eagle Point Historical 
Society. John has recently moved from 
Brownsboro to Eagle Point where he had 
a new home built. We are happy to have 
John on our Board. 

(a) 


Arlene Hoffman & Beryl sfickson 


The historical society held a retirement party 
for long time volunteers Beryl Hickson and 
her daughter Arlene Hoffman. These two 
ladies have volunteered for the museum & 
historical society since its beginning in 1978. 
Some of their volunteer duties included: 
staffing the museum on Saturdays, cutting 
the lawn and hosting other events during the 
many years. Over 25 friends attended the 
party held at Antonio's Restaurant. Although 
family situations call the ladies closer to 
home, they promise to still help when they 
can. A hearty THANK YOU for your many 
years of voluntary service to our organization. 


DONATIONS 

Three hundred daffodils bulbs from the 
Grey Oaks Development were planted at the 
Wood House. 

A beautiful wedding gown complete with 
veil and shoes, donated by Kay Starnes of 
Shady cove. 

A Waterbury Clock, Baskets and opaque 
orange vegetable bowl by Deborah Way. 
Cream pitcher trimmed in gold, and two 
matching shot glasses were donated by 
Susan Feagan 

Beautiful Christmas cards with a print of an 
oil painting of the Wood House by Carl 
Seyboltd. 

Deborah Way also donated some items for 
the Wood House. 


Barbara Hegne 
Editor, Publisher & curator since 
1990. Send letters, comments & 
suggestions to: P. O. Box 201, 
Eagle Point Or 97524 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 
Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


The Eagle Point Historical 
Society regular meetings are 
held the second Monday of 
each month at 7 pm. 

The public is encouraged to 
participate in the future of the 
organization. 


Staff & Volunteers: 
Barbara Hegne, Chief 
administrative officer 
Melva Smith, Staff 
Museum Volunteers: 
Virginia Cutler 

Dale Diebold 

Louise Jackson 

Inita Kaiser 
Maryanne Miller 
Carol Reynolds 

Don Reynolds 

Lois Huntley 

Alvana Elrod 


Board Members: 
Skip Geear, President 
Gary Afseth, Vice-president 
Mary Anne Miller, Treasurer 
Kurt Berger, Secretary 
Rusty Miller, Board 
Rick Chamberlain, Board 
Lynnea Helgedalen, Board 
Wayne Jackson, Board alternate 
John Niemeyer, Board alternate 


Membership: 
Teens $5.00 
Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $250 
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